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Brussels-based network 
of regional 

representations focusing 
on research and 

innovation policy and 
programmes

Support development of 
regional innovation 
ecosystems and to 

enhance research and 
innovation capacities

Over 120 members
-

22 countries
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OUR MISSIONS

• Bringing a place-based perspective to 
EU research and innovation policy and 
programmes

• Making connections and facilitating EU 
engagement between member regions, 
EU institutions, and other partners 

• Increasing project opportunities for 
members

• Positioning regional interests in the 
research and innovation landscape

https://www.urbana-project.com/portfolio/the-future-is-europe/
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PARTNERSHIPS
ERRIN creates close informal relationships with both 
members and external organisations. 

PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES
Project facilitation and development (networking 
opportunities, sharing project ideas and personal contacts)

RESEARCH & INNOVATION POLICY
Provide concrete recommendations based on experience 
and expertise – regional innovation ecosystems
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OUR EXPERTISE
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ERRIN PRIORITIES
STRATEGIC WORK STREAMS IN 2020

• Post 2020 funding landscape and maximising R&I opportunities for ERRIN 

members during the next MFF period 

• Closely follow Horizon Europe and promote the ecosystem thinking throughout 

the programme and beyond when considered relevant

• Draw from the Commission priorities

• The Green Deal 

• Europe fit for digital age

• An economy that works for people
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POST 2020 FUNDING LANDSCAPE
MAXIMISING R&I OPPORTUNITIES 

Digital Europe
Programme –

Digital Innovation 
Hubs

Structural funds -
Interregional 
Innovation 

Investment & 
Urban Initiative

ERASMUS+
- European 

Universities & 
Centres of 
vocational 
excellence

Single Market 
Programme –

Cluster 
collaboration

InvestEU

Digital Europe 
Programme –

Digital Innovation 
Hubs

LIFE – Circular 
economy & 

market uptake of 
energy 

innovations
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HORIZON EUROPE – STATE OF PLAY



HORIZON EUROPE
STRUCTURE
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HORIZON EUROPE – PILLAR II
MISSION-ORIENTED POLICY
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▪ End May 2020 – interim reports

▪ Summer 2020 – Citizen engagement

▪ 22 sept, R&I days: Handover advice of 
mission boards

▪ Q4 2020 – Commission Communication 
on missions

▪ 2021 – Start implementation



HORIZON EUROPE – PILLAR II
MISSION-ORIENTED POLICY

• Position paper on mission-oriented policy (2018) 

• Emphasised public engagement, simplified governance, based on bottom up needs

• Involvement in the development of the Mission area on Climate Neutral and 

Smart Cities 
• Position paper adopted on 10 April

• Overview page on our website

• Working group meetings planned:
• Mission area: Healthy oceans, seas, coastal, and inland waters (15 June)

• Mission area: Adaptation to climate change including societal transformation (9 June, TBC)
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https://errin.eu/documents/errin-reflection-paper-mission-orientation-within-research-and-innovation-policy-and-fp9
https://errin.eu/news/errin-position-mission-climate-neutral-and-smart-cities
https://errin.eu/tags/mission-climate-neutral-and-smart-cities


HORIZON EUROPE – PILLAR II
EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIPS
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A full list of the  
candidate 
partnerships: 
ERA Learn 
website

https://www.era-learn.eu/partnerships-in-a-nutshell/r-i-partnerships/european-partnerships-under-horizon-europe/partnerships-under-preparation/candidates-for-european-partnerships


HORIZON EUROPE – PILLAR II
EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIPS

• Horizon Europe includes around 49 Partnership proposals (co-funded, co-

programmed, institutional)

• Synergies and coordination with Smart Specialisation (S3) Partnerships

• New governance model with local and regional actors

• Involved in shaping the “Health and Care Systems” Partnership and the “Urban 

Partnership”

• Members following up on several Partnerships: 2ZERO, Safe and Automated Road 

Transport (CCAM), Clean Hydrogen, Batteries, …

https://errin.eu/tags/european-partnerships
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https://errin.eu/tags/european-partnerships


HORIZON EUROPE – PILLAR II
EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIPS: DRIVING URBAN TRANSITIONS

Strengths of the DUT Partnership
• The only place-based European Partnership 
• Integrated approach for green transition
• Potential to gather a wide understanding of the existing initiatives and funding 

programmes

Key issues to consider
• Support creation, strengthening and facilitation of local and regional platforms, both 

digital and physical, for developing and implementing innovations
• Collect, interpret and adapt existing relevant knowledge, solutions and methodologies, 

with a view to scale up already developed work and, through this, enhance its impact
• Provide technical support to the city mission (support climate city contracts, 

implementation of roadmaps and related financial/business plans)

Remaining open questions
• Role of regions in the partnership – as funders but also beyond, in terms of further 

coordinating the research and innovation agendas at European, national and 
regional levels 

https://errin.eu/tags/driving-urban-transitions-sustainable-future-partnership

https://errin.eu/tags/driving-urban-transitions-sustainable-future-partnership
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HORIZON EUROPE – PILLAR III
EUROPEAN INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS 

• Stakeholder workshop with the 

Commission: 25 November

• Response to the Commission 

questionnaire (DL: 31 January)

• Final conference: 18 February 

• Ecosystem thinking – multi-actor collaboration 

• Synergies with other programmes and initiatives ex. S3 Partnerships 

• Suggestions for actions to be funded
• strengthening collaboration between excellent ecosystems

• accelerating the maturity of emerging ecosystems by connecting them with more advanced ones 

• support to ecosystem connectors 



OTHER INSTRUMENTS & 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES



MAXIMISING R&I OPPORTUNITIES
INTERREGIONAL INNOVATION INVESTMENT
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Interregional Innovation Investments: towards economic recovery 

As the COVID-19 crisis reaches new levels, the European Union is preparing to address an unprecedented post-

Corona reality with the development of economic recovery policy and a realigned Multi-Annual Financial Framework 

(MFF).   

      

   



INFLUENCING FUTURE SME SUPPORT
EFFECTIVENESS OF INNOVATION SUPPORT TO SMEs
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ERRIN COVID-19 RESPONSE

Launch of dedicated COVID-19 page on the website

• With an objective to communicate initiatives, funding 
opportunities, and other news related to the COVID-19 
crisis

• A space for member organisations to share their 
COVID-19 responses, initiatives, and innovations –
added by members themselves and the secretariat

• Option for members to follow the COVID-19 tag to 
receive daily updates of related news and events 
posted on the ERRIN website 

https://errin.eu/tags/covid-19-updates

https://errin.eu/tags/covid-19-updates


UPCOMING WORKING GROUP MEETINGS
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June 

9 June (TBC) Smart Cities and Energy & Climate – Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change

10 June Bioeconomy – Ensuring a sufficient provision of skills for an innovative 
forestry sector

15 June Blue Growth – Mission on Healthy Oceans, Seas, Coastal and Inland Waters 

17 June (TBC) ICT & Health – Telemedicine

22 June (TBC) S3 – The role of Smart Specialisation Strategies in the post-pandemic recovery

https://errin.eu/event-calendars

https://errin.eu/event-calendars
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT & FACILITATION

• Science & Education for Society WG
Erasmus+ project development workshop
• Nov/Dec 2020 (TBC)
• Call for project ideas – deadline 24 August
• Call for project partners in September

• Bioeconomy WG
Proposal for a online facilitation workshop on the BBI 
Joint Undertaking calls in June

• Green Deal Calls
• Publication and opening of the calls in September
• Deadline for submitting project proposals January 

2021 



Pirita Lindholm
E: pirita.lindholm@errin.eu
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https://www.errin.eu/
mailto:pirita.lindholm@errin.eu
https://www.facebook.com/ERRINNetwork/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/errin/
https://twitter.com/ERRINNetwork

