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Cluster policies at centre of regional,
national & international industrial policies

- 31 national cluster programmes in 20          
European countries: supporting industrial    
transformation and scaling-up of SMEs

- High importance for regions investing €2.32 billion         
(ESIF) in clusters to support smart specialisation strategies

- Used internationally as a tool to promote growth, 
e.g. Canada's industrial Supercluster

- Discussed at Expert Group on Clusters



Around 3000 
industry clusters 
in Europe, about 

54 Mio jobs

More than 1000 
European clusters 
registered under 

the European 
Cluster 

Collaboration 
Platform

www.clustercollaboration.eu

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/


Number of clusters in key industries in ECPP

Digital Industries: 425 clusters

Industrial manufacturing, material 
and transport : 350 Clusters

Cleantech and Circular Economy 
Industries: 250 clusters

Biotech - human health: 218 clusters

AgroFood, Agriculture and Marine 
Industries: 178 clusters

Aerospace:  73 clusters



2020: A renovated European Cluster Collaboration Platform 

EU 
Cluster 

Hub

Mapping

•Statistical 
clusters

•Actors

•Visibility

Connecting

•Matchmaking

•ClusterXchange

•Forums of 
associations and 
partnerships

Supporting 
cluster actors

•Capacity building

•Technical 
assistance Cluster 
Go International

Supporting 
cluster 
policy

•Mapping policies 
and programmes

•Capacity building

Social Economy



Accessing international markets
Clusters Go International



European Strategic Cluster Partnerships for Going International (ESCP-4i)

Partnership are formed by European clusters. They develop and implement joint 
internationalisation strategies, for the benefit of SMEs

Three generations:

• 15 Cluster Partnerships in 2016-2017

• 25 Cluster Partnerships in 2018-2019 
(7,24 Mio EUR)

• 141 cluster orgs representing over 17 
000 SMEs

• Main target countries:
USA, Canada, Japan, China, Singapour

• 24 partnerships in 2020-2021 (starting
September 2020)

New call opportunity in COSME 2020 work
programme ! – Call in Q3 2020



Policy cooperation with third countries
Administrative arrangements on cluster cooperation

Canada 
(2019)

Korea 
(2018)

USA 
(2015)

Taiwan 
(2018)

90% of 
global 

growth will
originate

outside the 
EU

Free Trade 
Agreements

87% of EU clusters 
want to go 

international but 
only 34% do it!



Cluster matchmaking events 2020
Planning ? 

Watch out for our calls of expression of interest @Clusters_EU
And on the European Cluster Collaboration Platform

South MED – poss. 26-27 October, Brussels (tbc)

With other European clusters – 11 Nov, Berlin, Germany, 
European Cluster Conference (tbc)

Canada – Early 2021, poss. Blue growth / Digital (in EU)

Japan – 27-29 April, Strasbourg, France 
(cancelled)

Korea – 27-29 May, Seoul

Taiwan – 1-3 June, Taipei

Cancelled



European Cluster Excellence Programme

• 10-12 new cluster partnerships to start around February 2020 (3.6 
mio EUR, COSME 2018 call for propsals)

1. Cluster managers‘ skills (benchmarking, training, coaching and mentoring)

2. Strategy development (at cluster & partnership levels)

3. Organise twinning, collaboration, networking/learning activities & joint
cooperation projects

4. Implement a new „ClusterXchange" pilot scheme (supporting short-term 
growth exploration visits with lump sums of up to 1100 EUR to third party cluster
members)

Possible new call under the COSME 2020 work programme

Strenghten cluster management excellence & strategic interregional partnering 
to foster cluster capacity building & SME competitiveness 



How is it implemented?

Lump sums of max. 1100 
EUR) for visiting 
organisation

Objective: 

- Overall 500 exchanges of 
which 

50% involving SMEs

and at least 

25% other participants 
beyond direct beneficiaries

Who can benefit (starting later in 2020)?

- Cluster organisations (SME intermediaries)

- SMEs

- Scaling-up support organisations 

(e.g. tech centres, research institutes, fab labs (digital) innovation hubs, creative hubs, resource-efficiency service providers, incubators, accelerators)

Short-term exchanges to: 

 Identifying new partners & market 
access

 Networking
 On-the-job training
 Sharing experiences
 Capacity-building

The ClusterXchange pilot scheme



To participate in the ClusterXchange
Opens 2020

Register at European Cluster 
Collaboration Platform

(www.clustercollaboration.eu)

And New call in 2020 to come 
under the ECCP



INNOSUP-1 Cluster facilitated project 
for new industrial value chains

SMEs (75 % of 
the budget) 

Using clusters 
to support 

innovation in 
SMEs

Linking with 
smart 

specialisation 
strategies

Cross regional 
+ cross-
sectoral 

cooperation

new industrial 
value chains 

variety of 
support 

innovation 
tools 

€5 mln per project



Last call for Horizon 2020 Innosup-1 

proposals

Call opens 07/11/2019
EUR 25.15 Mio (EUR 4 to 5 Mio per project) 

Deadline (1nd stage): 2nd April 2020
Deadline (2nd stage): 8 September 2020
Number of projects to be funded: 5-6

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/innosup-01-2018-
2020

ECCP https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu- initiative/innosup-calls

Horizon 2020 Innosup data hub https://innosup.easme-web.eu/

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/innosup-01-2018-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/innosup-01-2018-2020
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/thematic-areas
https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-initiative/innosup-calls
https://innosup.easme-web.eu/


Joint Cluster Initiatives
• Industry-focused actions guided by joint strategies of clusters and other associated 

specialised SME support actors 

• Thematically targeted for 10-20 industrial specialisations, with cross-regional and 
cross-sectoral outreach to SMEs

• Creating business opportunities and accelerating growth by channelling direct scaling-up 
support to groups of SMEs for:

New

Shaping European strategic value chains 
through connecting specialised ecosystems

Boosting internationalisation and access 
to global value chains

Facilitating industrial transformation 
towards uptake of advanced technologies 
and services, digitalisation, new business 
models, resource-efficient solutions towards 
decarbonisation and the Circular Economy, 
creativity and design, upskilling, talent 
attraction and entrepreneurship acceleration

Specific recital (28) on clusters in Regulation



• Pilot Action in two phases: 2 years + 2 years

• More than 700 business agreements signed between European SMEs 
and companies in Brazil and Mexico. 

• Of these agreements, we selected the ones with more business potential 
to receive technical assistance to become commercially viable projects:

Country Proposals to 
receive 

technical 
assistance

EU Member 
States

Added value 
(estimated)

CO2 
equivalent 

reduction per 
year 

(estimated)

Mexico 42 14 EUR 96.7 
Mio

EUR 4.3 Mio

Brazil 90 18 EUR 250 
Mio

18 Mio 
t/CO2



Low Carbon and 
Circular Economy 
Business Action in 
the Americas

• Starts in 2020

• European green tech SMEs in 

business agreements with 

partners in Canada, Mexico, 

Colombia, Brazil, Argentina 

and Chile

• In collaboration with European 

industry clusters

• Total budget of 20 Mio€, 

Partnership Instrument



European Cluster Conference 2020

From 9 to 11 Nov 2020 in Berlin under the German
Presidency of the EU (tbc)

Presence of German Minister of Economy confirmed

09 Nov: pre-event partner meetings of European
cluster partnerships

10-11 Nov European Cluster Conference Berlin.

11 Nov pm: intra-European matchmaking event

Venue is booked - Capacity 400-450 participants



ECA: 1100 offers from 
companies channelled to 
the Commission

ECCP: About 1000 European 
Industrial clusters

Forum moderated by ECA for ECCP users

Needs and solutions for disruption in the value chain

https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/coronavirus



More information online

• European Cluster Collaboration Platform (ECCP)

• http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/

• ECCP Cluster Matchmaking Events

• https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/event-calendar/eccp-matchmaking

• EU Cluster Partnerships

• https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-cluster-partnerships/escp-4i

• Low Carbon Business Action in Brazil and Mexico

• https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/international-cooperation/low-carbon-
business-actions

• Twitter: @Clusters_EU

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/
https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/event-calendar/eccp-matchmaking
https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-cluster-partnerships/escp-4i
https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/international-cooperation/low-carbon-business-actions

